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Dentists 2016
Stagnant Dental Spending

· According to the latest data from the American Dental Association (ADA)/Health Policy Institute (HPI), total dental spending continues its very low-growth trend since 2008, with 2014’s total of $113.5 billion increasing just 1.3% from 2013’s $112 billion.
· Per-capita dental expenditures also reflect this industry-growth stagnation, having increased just $2 from 2013’s $349 to 2014’s $351. From 2002–2014, the average annual growth rate of dental expenditures was 1.6%, compared to 3.9% for 1990–2002.

· Trends that may help to boost dental spending include the increasing utilization of dental care by working-age adults and children, the expansion of Medicaid dental care optional benefits for adults and generational patterns. 
Total US Dental and Per-Capital Dental Expenditures, 2008–2014

	Year
	Total
	Per-Capita

	2008
	$111.2 billion
	· $361

	2009
	$110.8 billion
	· $356

	2010
	$112.4 billion
	· $358

	2011
	$112.3 billion
	· $355

	2012
	$112.1 billion
	· $352

	2013
	$112.0 billion
	· $349

	2014
	$113.5 billion
	· $351
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Dentist Profile

· The total number of dentists increased from 192,313 (2014) to 195,722 (2015), and has been steadily increasing since 2002 when there were 163,345. During 2015, the dentist-to-population ratio was 60.9 and has increased in every state except four since 2005.
· As in many health care professions, dentists are older, the average age increasing from 48.5 (2005) to 50 (2015). Their average age of retirement increased to 68.8 for 2015. In addition, the share of female dentists increased from 20.0% (2005) to 28.9% (2015).

· As dentists delay their retirement age, the ADA/HPI forecasts the number of US dental school graduates will increase through 2020. This will result in an increase in the dentist-to-population ratio from 60.9 for 2015 to 63.5 for 2025 and 65.7 for 2035.
Ethnic/Racial Diversity of Dentists Compare to US Population, 2015

	Ethnicity/Race
	Dentists
	US Population

	Caucasian American
	· 74.2%
	· 61.7%

	African American
	· 3.8%
	· 12.4%

	Hispanic American
	· 5.2%
	· 17.7%

	Asian American
	· 15.7%
	· 5.3%

	Other
	· 1.1%
	· 2.9%
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Dental Practice Dimensions

· The percentage of all dentists who perceived their workload as “not busy enough” declined from 35.9% (2013) to 33.6% (2014). Specialists have declined much more than general practitioners: 37.1% to 30.9% and 35.6% to 34.2%, respectively. 

· The average number of patient visits per dentist per week was 68.9 during 2014, declining slightly from 69.3 for 2013. General practitioners declined from 66.8 (2013) to 64.9 (2014), while specialists increased significantly from 80.2 (2013) to 87.2 (2014).

· The latest data from the ADA/HPI revealed 2014 average annual net income for general practitioner dentists was $174,780, and for specialists $322,200. Among specialists, oral and maxillofacial surgeons had the largest annual net income, or $413,410.
Average Gross Billings Per Dentist for Owner Dentists in Private Practice, 2014

	Type of Dentist
	2014

	All dentists: solo
	$719,350

	All dentists: non-solo
	$638,880

	General Practitioners: solo
	$671,200

	General Practitioners: non-solo
	$578,880

	Specialists: solo
	$956,690

	Specialists: non-solo
	$828,850
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The Benefits Discussion

· Data from the ADA/HPI indicate that the rate of children without dental insurance decreased from 12.2% for 2013 to 11.0% during 2014. Working-age adults similarly declined, from 33.3% to 29.4%, respectively. 

· The Affordable Care Act (ACA) and the federally-facilitated marketplace has increased the purchase of dental benefits, with the 2016 take-up rate of standalone dental plans at 15.1% among adults and 13.2% among children, or a total of approximately 1.4 million.
Average Distribution of Patient Insurance Coverage 
in the Primary Private Practice of Dentists, 2010–2014

	Type of Dentist
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	All dentists: private insurance
	63.3%
	65.1%
	64.3%
	64.7%
	64.9%

	All dentists: public assistance
	8.1%
	6.7%
	6.1%
	7.0%
	7.5%

	All dentists: not covered
	28.6%
	28.3%
	29.6%
	28.4%
	27.6%

	All general practitioners: private insurance
	63.6%
	65.8%
	64.7%
	65.2%
	65.3%

	All general practitioners: public assistance
	7.9%
	6.4%
	5.5%
	6.3%
	7.0%

	All general practitioners: not covered
	28.5%
	27.8%
	29.8%
	28.4%
	27.6%

	All specialists: private insurance
	62.0%
	61.7%
	62.5%
	62.1%
	62.9%

	All specialists: public assistance
	9.0%
	7.9%
	8.8%
	9.8%
	9.3%

	All specialists: not covered
	29.0%
	30.4%
	28.7%
	28.1%
	27.7%
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Public and Patient Perceptions

· According to a 2015 ADA/HPI 2015 survey, income appears to be a factor in people’s perception of the overall condition of their mouth and teeth, as 19% of those with low incomes thought it was poor compared to approximately 3% of those with high incomes.
· Although 97% of survey respondents said they value oral health and 95% agree regular dental visits keep them healthy, 16% said their last dentist visit was 3 to 5 years ago, 26% said 5 year plus and 11% said they had never visited a dentist.
· Additional data show that people’s attitude and actions don’t match, as a 2015 Harris Poll found 77% of adults said they planned to visit a dentist during the next year, but a 2013 poll found only 37% had actually visited a dentist within the past year.

Reasons for Not Visiting a Dentist More Frequently Among 

Those Who Hadn’t Visited During the Past 12 Months, 2015

	Reasons
	Percent

	Cost
	· 59%

	Afraid of dentist
	· 22%

	Inconvenient location or time
	· 19%

	Trouble finding a dentist
	· 15%

	No original teeth
	· 12%

	No perceived need
	· 10%

	No reason
	· 9%

	Other
	· 10%



American Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, December 2015
Additional Analysis

As the following table indicates, an annual dentist visit has been increasing among children 2–18 since 2011, but declined slightly during 2014. Among adults 19–64, annual visits have been flat for three years, following a steady decline from 2007. Visits by adults 65 and older increased significantly from 2010 to 2011, dipped slightly during 2012 and 2013 and increased from 2013 to 2014.

It’s interesting to note how much the percentages for adults 19–64 declined from pre-recession to post-recession while children and seniors increased. It’s only conjecture, but a possible conclusion is that adults 19–64, most of whom are the parents of the children 2–18, thought it was more important that their children visited a dentist than themselves.
Percentage of the Population with a 

Dental Visit During the Year By Age Groups, 2000–2014

	Year
	Children 2–18
	Adults 19–64
	Adults 65 and Older

	2000
	· 42.4%
	· 38.9%
	· 38.3%

	2001
	· 43.1%
	· 40.3%
	· 38.2%

	2002
	· 44.2%
	· 40.9%
	· 39.6%

	2003
	· 46.1%
	· 41.0%
	· 40.0%

	2004
	· 46.1%
	· 40.6%
	· 40.4%

	2005
	· 46.2%
	· 39.6%
	· 42.5%

	2006
	· 47.5%
	· 39.3%
	· 41.4%

	2007
	· 47.2%
	· 39.8%
	· 42.3%

	2008
	· 44.4%
	· 38.4%
	· 41.3%

	2009
	· 46.4%
	· 37.9%
	· 41.7%

	2010
	· 46.2%
	· 36.8%
	· 40.2%

	2011
	· 45.4%
	· 36.1%
	· 42.4%

	2012
	· 47.6%
	· 35.4%
	· 42.0%

	2012
	· 48.3%
	· 35.5%
	· 42.2%

	2013
	· 47.8%
	· 35.5%
	· 43.6%
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