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Physicians 2016
Doctors On Call

· According to September 2016 data from Kaiser Family Foundation, there were 926,119 professionally active physicians in the US, which is a 1.1% increase from 2014. Of the 926,119, 441,735 were primary care and 484,384 specialist physicians.

· This meager increase doesn’t do much for the Association of American Medical Colleges’ projection of a 61,700 to 94,700 shortage of physicians by 2025. Even the 25% increase in first-year enrollments at US medical schools since 2002 of 4,143 is very insufficient. 

· Another trend from The Physicians Foundation 2016 Survey of America’s Physicians is the decline of doctors as practice owner/partner/associate, from 34.6% in the 2014 survey to 32.7% in the 2016 survey.

Physicians’ Medical Specialty, 2012, 2014 and 2016

	Primary Care
	2016
	2014
	2012

	Family practice
	14.0%
	14.6%
	14.2%

	General internal medicine
	11.1%
	12.0%
	11.3%

	Pediatrics
	11.8%
	10.6%
	9.3%

	Total
	36.9%
	37.2%
	34.8%



The Physician Foundation (2016 Survey of America’s Physicians), September 2016
Perspectives: Personal and Professional

· According to the 2016 Survey of America’s Physicians, 54% of physicians rated their morale as somewhat or very negative and less than 50% (37%) described their feelings about the future of the medical profession as positive.

· In The Great American Physician Survey in the September 2016 issue of Physicians Practice, physician rated the following statement, “I like being a physician,” 4.29, with a maximum score of 5.0, indicating they strongly agree. 
· The Medicus Firm’s 2016 Physician Practice Preference Survey found that 36.7% of respondents were satisfied with their 2015 income, compared to 34.1% unsatisfied, while 29.6% expect their 2016 income will increase and 51.5% remain the same.
Physicians’ Biggest Frustration with Being a Physician, 2016

	Frustration
	Percent

	Too much third-party interference
	· 37.4%

	Declining ability to practice independently
	· 13.3%

	Government regulations
	· 11.6%

	The stress is too much
	· 10.4%

	Compensation is insufficient
	· 9.7%

	Too many hours
	· 5.5%

	It is simply not as personally/professionally rewarding
	· 4.2%

	Other
	· 7.9%



Physicians Practice (The Great American Physician Survey), September 2016 issue
Today’s Practice

· Compared to 2014, fewer physicians were in solo practice during 2016, or 17.2% and 16.8%, respectively, while those practices with 2 to 5 physicians increased from 32.8% for 2014 to 34.9% for 2016.

· During 2016, the largest percentage of physicians, or 25.6%, worked a total of 51 to 60 hours/week, with 41 to 50 hours/week second at 23.3%. The average physician spent 11.29 hours per week on paperwork, compared to 10.58 hours during 2014.
· Of those physicians responding to The Great American Physician Survey, 45% said they would consider switching to a concierge practice and 62.1% to a direct pay practice that doesn’t accept insurance, if the circumstances were favorable. 

Percent of Physicians Who Think Their Practice Is at 

Capacity or Overextended, by Physician Type

	Type
	Percent
	Type
	Percent

	45 years or younger
	81.8%
	Employed
	83.4%

	46 years of older
	80.0%
	Owner
	76,8%

	Male
	79.2%
	Primary care
	81.2%

	Female
	83.2%
	Specialist
	80.3%



The Physician Foundation (2016 Survey of America’s Physicians), September 2016
Patient Focus

· During 2016, 15.6% of physicians said their time with patients is always limited; 32.9%, often limited; 37.6%, sometimes limited; and 13.9%, have all the time needed to provide the highest standards of care.

· Among physicians responding to The Great American Physician Survey, 92.7% said they have a strong relationship with their patients; however, 73.0% said the lack of time is the #1 reason they aren’t closer to their patients.

· Higher deductibles and higher patient-cost sharing, at 40.5%, was what physicians thought was the largest barrier to good healthcare for their patients; followed by higher cost of care, 20.2%, and lack of time to educate patients properly, 16.8%.
Average Number of Patients Seen Per Day, 2012, 2014 and 2016

	Range of Patients
	2016
	2014
	2012

	0–10
	· 17.0%
	· 22.8%
	· 19.5%

	11–20
	· 39.0%
	· 35.7%
	· 39.8%

	21–30
	· 28.1%
	· 24.6%
	· 26.8%

	31–40
	· 8.8%
	· 11.4%
	· 8.1%

	41–50
	· 3.2%
	· 2.8%
	· 2.6%

	51–60
	· 1.4%
	· 1.4%
	· 0.8%

	61 or more
	· 2.5%
	· 1.3%
	· 2.4%

	Average
	· 20.6%
	· 19.5%
	· 20.1%



The Physician Foundation (2016 Survey of America’s Physicians), September 2016
Conflicting Insights on the Affordable Care Act

· Various recent surveys reveal that physicians have a wide range of opinions on the Affordable Care Act (ACA). In one survey, 28.4% gave it a C grade and 26.2% an F grade; however in another survey, 30.4% graded it a B and 28.0% graded it an F.
· In The Great American Physician Survey, 32.1% said the ACA has had no effect on their practice, but 39.6% said it has made collecting deductibles more challenging, while 20.2% said they see more patients and 12.7% said certain insurers have dropped them.
· Although many physicians think the ACA has had more of a negative than positive effect on their practices and their patients, The Medicus Firm’s 2016 Physician Practice Survey shows that it has helped to boost physician income from 2013 through 2015.
Physicians’ Income Trend, 2013–2015

	Physician Type
	2013
	2014
	2015

	Cardiology
	$421,000
	$443,000
	$476,000

	Family Medicine
	$201,000
	$208,000
	$226,000

	Gastroenterology
	$421,000
	$424,000
	$449,000

	General Surgery
	$353,000
	$349,000
	$371,000

	Obstetrics/Gynecology
	$278,000
	$285,000
	$297,000

	Orthopedic Surgery
	$485,000
	$499,000
	$555,000

	Psychiatry
	$217,000
	$225,000
	$238,000



Forbes (The Medicus Firm 2016 Physician Practice Survey), June 2016
Tech Treatment

· According to Physicians Practice’s July 2016 Technology Survey, 59.2% of practices responding to the survey said they had fully implemented Electronic Health Records (EHR) and 16.8% didn’t have EHR technology in place.
· Of those who haven’t purchased an EHR, 40.9% don’t think it would improve patient care; 24.4% think it is too expensive; 9.9% couldn’t find a satisfactory product; and 7.9% have plans to make such a purchase during the next 12 months. 
· Physicians are still slow to adopt telemedicine technology, as just 13.6% of those participating in the survey said they had used it; 71.7% hadn’t used it; and 14.7% said they weren’t using it yet, but were interested. 
How Physicians Use Mobile Technology in Their Job, July 2016

	Mobile Technology Use
	Percent

	Obtaining drug information
	· 86.2%

	Obtaining information on diagnosis and treatment for specific diseases
	· 75.5%

	Reading journal articles
	· 69.6%

	Participating in continuing medical education activities
	· 59.2%

	Accessing/reviewing patient records
	· 58.1%

	Secure patient communication
	· 27.9%



Physicians Practice (Technology Report), July 2016
Additional Analysis

The various surveys and sources cited in this Profiler from THE MEDIACENTER contain even more important data and insights critical to your understanding of physicians and their practices.

Physicians’ Biggest Priorities for 2016

	Priorities
	Percent

	Develop and execute a plan for growing the practice
	· 36%

	Improve patient collections
	· 34%

	Add new or update existing clinical technologies
	· 31%

	Increase patient engagement
	· 26%

	Hire or replace staff
	· 26%

	Evaluate and deploy front office technologies to improve efficiency
	· 23%

	Evaluate new technologies for patient convenience
	· 23%

	Explore concierge practice, direct pay or other new patient service/payment model
	· 14%



MedData Group, 2016
Physicians’ Reasons They Think Their Income Is Limited, 2016

	Reasons for Income Limitation
	Percent

	Reimbursement decreases
	· 32.8%

	Personal choice (to work less and make less)
	· 14.1%

	Patient volume/patient load
	· 9.6%

	Payor mix
	· 8.4%

	Overhead increases
	· 7.7%

	Administrative work
	· 6.0%

	Competition with other physicians
	· 5.9%

	Malpractice premium costs
	· 1.3%

	Other
	· 14.9%



The Medicus Firm 2016 Physician Practice Survey, 2016
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